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Discussion on water resource assets

SUN Pingping"*, GAN Hong”’, JIA Ling’, QIN Changhai’, WANG Shugian'
(1. College of Water Conservancy and Hydropower, Hebei University of Engineering, Handan 056038, China;
2. State Key Laboratory of Simulation and Regulation of Water Cycle in River Basin, China Institute of Water Resources and Hydropower
Research, Beijing 100038, China;

3. Department of Water Resources, China Institute of Water Resources and Hydropower Research, Beijing 100038, China)

Abstract: Capitalization management of water resources is the precondition for the national construction of
ecological civilization system and asset accounting system of natural resources. Based on the definition of as-
sets stated in economics, accounting, statistics and resources management fields respectively and their com-
mon attributes, the connotation of assets was summed up and redefined for natural resources, the capitaliza-
tion of natural resources was discussed and the typical categories of the water assets were analyzed systemal-
ically focusing on water resources assets. The research shows that: (1) According to the point of view of
the national resources management, assets refer to resources that are owned or controlled by particular enti-
ties, and can bring future economic benefits. (2)Water assets are those related to water and relevant eco-
nomic activities, including water flow assets (water resources assets and water territory assets), water engi-
neering assets, water permission rights and water territory leasing rights and hydro—ecosystem services val-
ues; (3) Water resources assets refer to the water actual existing and owned or controlled by particular en-
tities, and are capable of bringing economic benefits in future. It is the amount of water resources that can
be extracted from the interior of the inland and be used for economic and social purposes, including fresh
water and brackish water, as well as renewable and non-renewable water. This paper expects to support
the capitalization management of natural resources through theoretical discussion on water resources asset ac-
counting and water flow asset property right system construction in arguing what water assets and water re-
sources assets are.

Keywords: assets; water assets; water resource assets; water resource assets accounting
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