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Review on drought monitoring using remote sensing

LU Jing-xuan, QU Wei, FU Jurre
( China Insttute o Water Resources & Hydrqower Research, Bejing 100048, China)

Abstract: Drought is one of the major natural disasters which causes very severe impacts on economy and
society in China and has become a bottleneck to sustainble development in the country. It is ecritical
important to detect large area drought events timely and provide accurate early warnings for drought relief.
Starting with a brief introduction to the general development of remote sersing technology home and
abroad, this article provides with an overall summary of the current staus on remote sensing for drough
monitoring and remote sensing data sources availability. Several main drought monitoring methods under
use are discussed, such as thermal inertia method, canpoy temperature method, vegetation index method,
microwave remote sensing method, etc. Some recommendations on imrpoving drought monitoring using
remote sensing are put forward. This review article would be of help to facilitate the real operation of
drough moitoring using remote sensing in China.

Key words: drough; remote sensing; monitoring; soil water
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